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Two hundred and thirty-nine individual and agency members of the Western 
Region Council of State Leagues for Nursing and representatives of health-related 
groups in the West, national health -related groups, and federal government agencies 
attended the Conference which was planned to provide a process experience which 
could be a guide to action in the local or state setting and an opportunity for 
representatives of interest groups, including government representatives, to work 
together on actual problems. Abstracts from a speech by Arthur S. Fleming are 
included and "Decision Before Action" by Lulu Wolf Hassenplug is presented in entirety. 
Participants met as regional and state teams and as special interest groups. State 
team and special interest group recommendations are included and conference 
participants are listed. (JK) 
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Suddenly, simply, it came in focus. It no longer mattered where you were in the region, or 
what problem you were trying to solve, or with whom you were taking— the questions and the 
answers held similar meaning and became contained in what was identified repeatedly as "the 
greatest need— a truly comprehensive, long-range, future-oriented, statewide action plan for 
nursing." 

This realization c»*rectiy determined the theme and work of the 1967 Western Regional Council 
of State Leagues for Nursing Conference. Recognizing the interrelatedness of state and re- 
gional planning and action, and respecting communities' individual differences and the right to 
self-determination, we knew the 1967 WRCSLN Conference must be "Operation Decision; Com- 
munity Planning for Nursing in the West." 

This became an Important regional assembly where concerned citizens worked in special 
interest groups, primarily in "state teams," as they faced together nursing's opportunity to 
move from crises to effective action in the nation's health revolution. The National League for 
Nursing believes community action ,s the best way to do this. No one school, institution, agency, 
or organization— or even one profession or one state— can plan and act independently in our 
interdependent world. Atthis work conference we attempted as a region to begin translating this 
belief into step by step actions to bring better nursing to people in the Westj we hope we created 
a prototype for other regions in the nation. 

The proceedings of this conference, indeed, were written by all the participants in Las Vegas. 
But, if the desired post-conference objectives are to be achieved, this publication should serve 
as a useful reference, not only for the conference participants, but for many other individuals 
and groups in the Western Region and elsewhere. 

We would like to gratefully acknowledge the assistance of Mrs. Anne Rohweder, San Joaquin 
Delta College, Stockton, California, who prepared the report. 



Grace Theresa Gould 
Director, Western Office 
National League for Nursing 



